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SUBJECT: JAPAN AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (JAMA) URGES 
GOJ EXERCISE CAUTION IN APPLYING POLLUTION STANDARDS ON IMPORTS 

REF: TOKYO 2610 

1 . ACCORDING TO CURRENT PRESS REPORTS, JAMA HAS RECENTLY 
APPROACHED THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT (MOT) TO URGE THAT 
IMPORTED CARS BE ACCORDED "SPECIAL TREATMENT" IN MEETING 
JAPAN S STRICT 1975 EMISSION CONTROLS WHICH ARE TO COME INTO 
EFFECT AGAINST FOREIGN MODELS ON APRIL 1. 

2. EMBOFF CONTACTED JAMA WHICH CONFIRMED THAT ORGANIZATION 
HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH MOT TO REQUEST THAT "DUE CONSIDERATION" 

BE GIVEN TO FACT THAT AUTOMOBILES ARE A "WORLD COMMODITY" 

AND THAT "JAPAN'S EMISSION REQUIREMENTS ARE VERY 

STRICT." SPECIFICALLY JAMA REQUESTED THAT PROCEDURES 
FOR CERTIFYING IMPORTED VEHICLES BE SIMPLIFIED AND 
THAT FOREIGN MODELS PRODUCED BEFORE MARCH 31 NOT BE 
REQUIRED TO MEET NEW STANDARDS. ACCORDING JAMA, THEY 
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DID NOT, HOWEVER, ASK FOR POSTPONEMENT APR. 1 DEADLINE. 
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3. WE HAVE CONTACTED FORD AND GM REPS, JAPAN, WHO 
INDICATE THAT, ALTHOUGH ALL THEIR MODELS HAVE NOT 
YET BEEN CERTIFIED AS MEETING NEW EMISSION CONTROL 
REGS, THEY ANTICIPATE NO PROBLEM WITH THEIR BEING 
CERTIFIED. WE UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, SOME CHRYSLER MODELS 
MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY MEETING NEW STANDARDS. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: WE BELIEVE JAMA APPROACH TO MOT 
IS REFLECTION OF JAPAN AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY'S GROWING 
SENSITIVITY TO INCREASING FOREIGN CRITICISM OF IMBALANCE 
IN AUTO TRADE (SEE REFTEL). APPROACH PROBABLY GENERATED 
BY THE INDUSTRY'S CONCERN TO FORESTALL POSSIBLE MOVEMENT 
AGAINST ITS OVERSEAS MARKETS, PARTICULARLY IN EUROPE. 
HODGSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLLUTION CONTROL, AUTOMOBILES, IMPORT CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TOKYO02886 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760074-0311 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976023/aaaaabxm.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 TOKYO 261 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <07 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JAPAN AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (JAMA) URGES GOJ EXERCISE CAUTION IN APPLYING POLLUTION 

STANDARDS ON IMPORTS 

TAGS: ETRD, SENV, ELTN, JA, JAMA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



